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U.S. Rep. Peter DeFazio has served on the House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee
since he came to Congress in 1987, and has established a reputation as a leader on
transportation issues.

  

DeFazio is a senior member of the House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee  where
he serves as Chairman of the 
Highways and Transit Subcommittee
, and also serves on the Aviation and Railroad Subcommittees. In 2005, DeFazio served as the
ranking Democrat on the Highways Subcommittee where he helped negotiate a five-year
federal highway and transit spending bill called SAFETEA-LU. Under the bill DeFazio secured
$2.7 billion for Oregon's roads, bridges, highways and transit systems. As Chairman, DeFazio
will be a key architect this congress of the highway authorization, a six-year federal highway
and transit spending bill and will work to bring needed infrastructure spending to Oregon to help
create jobs and improve our long-term economic viability. 

  

DeFazio has been a leader on coastal and maritime issues.  He represents Oregon's Fourth
Congressional District, which includes the Pacific coast from Florence in the north, south
through Brookings to the California Border.  DeFazio served as Ranking Democrat on the
House Coast Guard and Maritime Transportation Subcommittee in the 106th Congress.  Since
early in his career, DeFazio has worked against the efforts of Republican and Democratic
administrations to reduce Coast Guard coverage along Oregon's south coast.  Following the
grounding of the New Carissa, DeFazio penned legislation to enhance the Coast Guard's
authority to regulate and control foreign flagged vessels in U.S. waters.  Several provisions from
his legislation became part of the Maritime Transportation Antiterrorism Act of 2002, legislation
to improve maritime security in response to the 9/11 terrorist attacks.

  

 DeFazio has also been successful in restoring vital dredging funding slashed by both
Republican and Democratic presidents.  In addition, DeFazio has fought efforts to restrict use of
the Army Corps of Engineers' Hopper Dredges, YAQUINA and ESSAYONS.

  

 In the 107th Congress, DeFazio served as the Ranking Democrat on the House Water
Resources and Environment Subcommittee.  There, DeFazio co-authored bipartisan legislation
to help local governments rebuild and improve aging water and sewer systems to meet federal
mandates.  Similar legislation has been reintroduced in this Congress and is still pending.  He is
also a founding member of the Water Infrastructure Caucus.
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http://transportation.house.gov/
http://transportation.house.gov/subcommittees/highways_transit.aspx
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Recent Press Releases:
     
    -    09.05.08 DeFazio, Oberstar Call on Senate to Act Quickly on Trust Fund Restoration
Bill     
    -    07.31.08 DeFazio Legislation to Ban the Use of Cell Phones on Commercial Airplanes
Advances to Full House     
    -    07.30.08 DeFazio, Oberstar Call For Termination of Mexican Trucking Pilot Program     
    -    07.29.08 DeFazio Secures Surface Transportation Board Hearing in Oregon on the
Abandonment of Corp Rail Line     
    -    07.21.08 DeFazio Secures Funding to Reopen Corp Rail Line     
    -    05.21.08  GAO Cites Problems with DOT Drug Tests: DeFazio, Oberstar Call for More
Oversight, National Registry     
    -    04.24.08  DeFazio Testifies Before the Surface Transportation Board     
    -    04.03.08  DeFazio Questions FAA Officials on Airline Safety Lapses     
    -      03.12.08  DeFazio Calls on Transportation Secretary to Halt Mexican Truck Pilot
Program       
    -      03.04.08   DeFazio Questions RailAmerica CEO About Corp Closure at Congressional
Hearing       
    -      02.13.08 DeFazio Challenges Peters About Infrastructure Funding Options       
    -      02.04.08 DeFazio Comments on Transportation Funding in Bush's FY2009 Budget     
 
    -      11.15.07 Defazio Releases Inspection Report on Embargoed Rail Line   Defazio
Releases Inspection Report on Embargoed Rail Line
 
 
    -    11.15.07 DeFazio Secures Funding for Pioneer Parkway, EMX Corridor     
    -    11.15.07 DeFazio Supports Critical Transportation Funding     
    -    11.15.07 DeFazio Helps Secure Funding for Gold Beach Dock     
    -    11.01.07 DeFazio Shocked by Failures of Drug Testing Procedures for Commercial
Truck Drivers     
    -    10.02.07 Federal Railroad Administrator Tells DeFazio Agency Will Inspect Embargoed
Rail Line     
    -    09.25.07 DeFazio Asks Federal Railroad Adminstration to Inspect Tunnels of
Embargoed Rail Line     
    -    09.20.07 Defazio Votes to Releive Air Traffic Congestion,  Improve Air Safety and
Efficiency     
    -    07.24.07:  House Approves DeFazio Amendment to Block Mexican Truck Program     
    -    07.12.07: DeFazio Secures Funding for Gold Beach Dock Renovation   
    -    07.12.07: DeFazio Secures Funding for Pioneer Parkway, EMX Corridor     
    -    05.18.07: DeFazio Announces LTD To Receive $14.8 Million For Pioneer Parkway EmX
Project     
    -    March 29, 2007: Oberstar, DeFazio Cosponsor Boyda Bill to Restrict Cross-Border
Truck Program         
    -    07.12.07: DeFazio Secures Funding for Pioneer Parkway, EMX Corridor     
    -    05.18.07: DeFazio Announces LTD To Receive $14.8 Million For Pioneer Parkway EmX
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Project     
    -    March 29, 2007: Oberstar, DeFazio Cosponsor Boyda Bill to Restrict Cross-Border
Truck Program     
    -    07.12.07: DeFazio Secures Funding for Pioneer Parkway, EMX Corridor     
    -    05.18.07: DeFazio Announces LTD To Receive $14.8 Million For Pioneer Parkway EmX
Project     
    -    March 29, 2007: Oberstar, DeFazio Cosponsor Boyda Bill to Restrict Cross-Border
Truck Program     
    -    07.12.07: DeFazio Secures Funding for Pioneer Parkway, EMX Corridor     
    -    05.18.07: DeFazio Announces LTD To Receive $14.8 Million For Pioneer Parkway EmX
Project     
    -    March 29, 2007: Oberstar, DeFazio Cosponsor Boyda Bill to Restrict Cross-Border
Truck Program     
    -    07.12.07: DeFazio Secures Funding for Pioneer Parkway, EMX Corridor     
    -    05.18.07: DeFazio Announces LTD To Receive $14.8 Million For Pioneer Parkway EmX
Project     
    -    March 29, 2007: Oberstar, DeFazio Cosponsor Boyda Bill to Restrict Cross-Border
Truck Program     
    -    07.12.07: DeFazio Secures Funding for Pioneer Parkway, EMX Corridor     
    -    05.18.07: DeFazio Announces LTD To Receive $14.8 Million For Pioneer Parkway EmX
Project     
    -    March 29, 2007: Oberstar, DeFazio Cosponsor Boyda Bill to Restrict Cross-Border
Truck Program     
    -    07.12.07: DeFazio Secures Funding for Pioneer Parkway, EMX Corridor     
    -    05.18.07: DeFazio Announces LTD To Receive $14.8 Million For Pioneer Parkway EmX
Project     
    -    March 29, 2007: Oberstar, DeFazio Cosponsor Boyda Bill to Restrict Cross-Border
Truck Program     
    -     07.12.07: DeFazio Secures Funding for Pioneer Parkway, EMX Corridor     
    -    05.18.07: DeFazio Announces LTD To Receive $14.8 Million For Pioneer Parkway EmX
Project     
    -    March 29, 2007: Oberstar, DeFazio Cosponsor Boyda Bill to Restrict Cross-Border
Truck Program     
    -  March 13, 2007: DeFazio Examines Cross-Border Trucking in Hearing Today   
    -  March 6, 2007: DeFazio to Hold Hearing on Motorcoach Safety

  
    -  February 13, 2007: DeFazio Examines Public-Private Partnerships in Highways Hearing   
    -  January 17, 2007: DeFazio Named New Head of Highways and Transit Subcommittee   
    -  June 8, 2006: DeFazio Secures Funding for Pioneer Parkway, West Eugene Wetlands
Education Center   
    -  April 25, 2006: Four Oregon Universities To Receive Grant For Transportation Research
 
    -  March 14, 2006: DeFazio Cosponsors Bi-Partisan Port Security Legislation Expects
Quick Action   
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